





mandate of the Special Representative, to request him to
submit an interim report to the General Assembly at its
forty-ninth session on the situation of human rights in
the Islamic Republic of Iran, including the situation of
minority groups such as the Bahd’is, and to report to the
Commission at its fifty-first session and to request the
Secretary-General to give all necessary assistance to the
Special Representative.

Resolution E/CN.4/Sub.2/RES/1994/16 (25.8.1994) of
the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities deeply concerned “at
extensive and continuing human rights violations by the
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, including
... freedom of religion,” shocked “by the systematic
repression of the Bah&i community and at the situation
of the Iranian Kurds and the Arab minority in Iran, and
at increasing intolerance towards Christians, including
recent murders of Christian religious ministers,”
condemns “the flagrant violations of human rights in
the Islamic Republic of Iran which, as noted by the
Special Representative of the Commission, include: (d)
Religious discrimination, notably against the Bahd'is
and Christian individuals and groups,” and requests
the Secretary-General to “continue to keep the Sub-
Commission informed of relevant reports and United
Nations measures to prevent human rights violations
in the Islamic Republic of Iran, including, in particular,
those concerning the situation of the Kurds and the Arab
minority and the religious freedoms of the Bahd'i and
Christian communities in Iran.”

Resolution 49/202 (23.12.1994) of the General
Assembly expresses “its concern more specifically at the
main criticisms of the Special Representative in his recent
reports with regard to ... the discriminatory treatment of
minorities by reason of their religious beliefs, notably the
Bahd'is, whose existence as a viable religious minority is
threatened ...,” urges “the Islamic Republic of Iran to
comply with international instruments on human rights,
in particular the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, to which the Islamic Republic of Iran
is a party, and to ensure that all individuals within its
territory and subject to its jurisdiction, including religious
groups and other persons belonging to minorities, enjoy
the rights recognized in those instruments”; and decides
“to continue the examination of the situation of human
rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, including the
situation of minority groups, such as the Bahd’is, during
its fiftieth session under the item entitled ‘Human rights
questions’in the light of additional elements provided by
the Commission on Human Rights and the Economic
and Social Council.”

1995

Resolution E/CN.4/RES/1995/68 (8.3.1995) of the
Commission on Human Rights expresses “its deep
concern at continued violations of human rights in the
Islamic Republic of Iran, including those highlighted by
the Special Representative in his report, namely ... the
discriminatory treatment of minorities by reason of their
religious beliefs, notably the Bahais, whose existence as
a viable religious community in the Islamic Republic
of Iran is threatened” ... also urges “the Government
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as a State party to the
International Covenants on Human Rights, to abide by
its freely undertaken obligations under the Covenants
and under other international instruments on human
rights, and to ensure that all individuals within its
territory and subject to its jurisdiction, including religious
groups, enjoy the rights recognized in these instruments,”

further urges “the Government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to intensify its efforts to investigate and rectify the
human rights issues raised by the Special Representative
in his observations, in particular with regard to the
administration of justice and due process of law, and,
in fulfilment of its obligations under article 27 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
to take steps to ensure the recognition and enjoyment
of human rights of persons belonging to minorities” and
requests “the Special Representative to submit an interim
report to the General Assembly at its fiftieth session on
the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of
Iran, including the situation of minority groups such as
the Baha'is, and to report to the Commission at its fifty-
second session.”

Decision 1995/279 of ECOSOC approves the
Commission’s decision to extend for a further year the
mandate of the Special Representative on the situation of
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, to request
him to submit an interim report to the General Assembly
at its fiftieth session on the situation of human rights in
the Islamic Republic of Iran, including the situation of
minority groups such as the Bahd’is, and to report to the
Commission at its fifty-second session and to request to
the Secretary-General to give all necessary assistance to
the Special Representative.

Resolution E/CN.4/Sub.2/RES/1995/18 (24.8.1995) of
the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities deeply concerned at
“extensive and continuing human rights violations
by the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
including arbitrary and summary executions, torture
and inhuman or degrading treatment and punishment,
arbitrary arrests and imprisonment, unexplained
disappearances, the absence of guarantees essential for
the protection of the right to a fair trial and disregard for
freedom of expression and freedom of religion,” noting
“that relevant international organizations and bodies
emphasize the role of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
intimidating and harassing the religious minorities in
the Islamic Republic of Iran during the past year, in
particular in the assassination of three Christian leaders,”
condemns “the flagrant violations of human rights in the
Islamic Republic of Iran which, as noted by the Special
Representative of the Commission, include: (f) Religious
discrimination, notably against Bahd’is and Christian
individuals and groups,” requests “the Secretary-General
to continue to keep the Sub-Commission informed of
relevant reports and United Nations measures to prevent
human rights violations in the Islamic Republic of Iran,
including, in particular, those concerning the situation
of the Kurds and the Arab minority and the religious
freedoms and the emancipation of the Bahd'{ and
Christian communities in Iran.”

Resolution 50/188 (22.12.95) of the General Assembly
expresses “its concern at violations of human rights
in the Islamic Republic of Iran, in particular ... the
discriminatory treatment of minorities by reason of their
religious beliefs, notably the Bahd'is, whose existence as
a viable religious community in the Islamic Republic
of Iran is threatened ...,” urges “the Government of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, as a State party to the
International Covenants on Human Rights, to abide by
its obligations freely undertaken under the Covenants
and under other international instruments on human
rights and to ensure that all individuals within its territory
and subject to its jurisdiction, including religious groups,
enjoy the rights recognized in those instruments,” and
decides “to continue the examination of the situation of
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human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, including
the situation of minority groups such as the Bahd'is,
during its fifty-first session under the item entitled
“Human rights questions,” on the basis of the report of
the Special Representative and in the light of additional
elements provided by the Commission on Human Rights
and the Economic and Social Council.”

1996
Resolution E/CN.4/RES/1996/84 (24.4.1996) of the

Commission on Human Rights expresses “its concern
at the continuation of violations of human rights
in the Islamic Republic of Iran, in particular ... the
discriminatory treatment of minorities by reason of their
religious beliefs, notably the Bahd'is, whose existence as
a viable religious community in the Islamic Republic
of Iran is threatened...,” calls upon “the Government
of the Islamic Republic of Iran to implement fully
the conclusions and recommendations of the Special
Rapporteur on religious intolerance relating to the
Bah#’is and to other minority religious groups, including
Christians,” urges “the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, as a State party to the International
Covenants on Human Rights, to abide by its obligations
under the Covenants and under other international
instruments on human rights to which it is party, and to
ensure that all individuals within its territory and subject
to its jurisdiction, including religious groups, enjoy the
rights recognized in these instruments” and requests
“the Special Representative to submit an interim report
to the General Assembly at its fifty-first session on the
situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of
Iran, including the situation of minority groups such as
the Bahd’is, and to report to the Commission at its fifty-
third session.”

Decision 1996/287 of ECOSOC endorses the
Commission’s decision to extend for a further year the
mandate of the Special Representative, and approves
the Commission’s request to the Special Representative
to submit an interim report to the General Assembly at
its fifty-first session on the situation of human rights in
the Islamic Republic of Iran, including the situation of
minority groups such as the Bah#’is, and to report to the
Commission at its fifty-third session.

Resolution E/CN.4/Sub.2/RES/1996/7 (20.8.1996) of
the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities gravely concerned “at
reports of: (a) Extensive and continuing human rights
violations by the Government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, including arbitrary and summary executions, torture
and inhuman or degrading treatment and punishment,
arbitrary arrests and imprisonment, unexplained
disappearances, the absence of guarantees essential for
the protection of the right to a fair trial and disregard
for freedom of expression and freedom of religion,”
requests “the Government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to investigate fully in order to end the alleged
violations of human rights in the Islamic Republic of
Iran which include: (d) Religious discrimination, notably
against Bahd'is and Christians,” urges “the Government
of the Islamic Republic of Iran to implement fully the
conclusions and the recommendations of the Special
Rapporteur on religious intolerance relating to the
Bah#’is and to other minority religious groups, including
Christians, until they are completely emancipated” and
requests “the Secretary-General to continue to keep
the Sub-Commission informed of relevant reports
and United Nations measures to prevent human rights
violations in the Islamic Republic of Iran, including
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violations of the religious freedoms of the Bahd'i and the
Christian communities in Iran.”

Resolution 51/107 (12.12.96) of the General Assembly
expresses “its concern at the grave breaches of human
rights of the Bahd'is in the Islamic Republic of Iran and
situations of discrimination against the members of this
religious community, as well as at the discriminatory
treatment of minorities by reason of their religious
beliefs, including lack of adequate protection for the
Christian minorities, some members of which have been
the target of intimidation and assassination,” urges “the
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as a State
party to the International Covenants on Human Rights,
to abide by its freely undertaken obligations under the
Covenants and under other international instruments on
human rights and to ensure that all individuals within its
territory and subject to its jurisdiction, including members
of religious groups and persons belonging to minorities,
enjoy all the rights enshrined in those instruments,” calls
upon “the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to
implement fully the conclusions and recommendations
of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human
Rights on the elimination of all forms of religious
intolerance and of discrimination based on religion
or belief relating to the Bahd’is and to other minority
religious groups, including Christians,” expresses its grave
concern at indications, according to the information
received by the Special Representative of the Commission
on Human Rights on the situation of human rights in
the Islamic Republic of Iran, of a significant toughening
of criminal legislation and its application in the Islamic
Republic of Iran and in particular at the incidence of
capital punishment imposed for apostasy and non-violent
crimes, in violation of the relevant provisions of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
United Nations safeguards,” and decides “on the basis of
the report of the Special Representative and in the light
of additional elements provided by the Commission on
Human Rights and the Economic and Social Council,
to continue the examination of the situation of human
rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, including the
situation of minority groups such as the Bahd'is, during
its fifty-second session under the item entitled ‘Human
rights questions.””

1997
Resolution E/CN.4/RES/1997/54 (15.4.1997) of the

Commission on Human Rights expresses “its concern:
(b) At the grave breaches of the human rights of the
Bah#’is in the Islamic Republic of Iran and situations
of discrimination against the members of this religious
community, as well as at the discriminatory treatment of
minorities by reason of their religious beliefs, including
certain Christian minorities, some members of which
have been the targets of intimidation and assassination,”
calls upon “the Government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran: (b) To abide by its freely undertaken obligations
under the International Covenants on Human Rights and
under other international instruments on human rights,
and to ensure that all individuals within its territory
and subject to its jurisdiction, including members of
religious groups and persons belonging to minorities,
enjoy all the rights enshrined in those instruments; (c)
To implement fully the recommendations of the Special
Representative and the relevant recommendations of
the Special Rapporteurs on religious intolerance and
on freedom of opinion and expression, in particular the
recommendations relating to the Bahd'is, Christians,
Sunni and other minority religious groups; (g) To




ensure that capital punishment will not be imposed for
apostasy or non-violent crimes, or in disregard of the
provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the United Nations safeguards”
and decides: “... (c) To continue its examination of the
situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of
Iran, including the situation of minority groups such as
the Bahd’is, at its fifty-fourth session under the agenda
item entitled ‘Question of the violation of human rights
and fundamental freedoms in any part of the world, with
particular reference to colonial and other dependent
countries and territories.””

Decision 1997/262 of ECOSOC endorses the
Commission’s decision to extend for a further year the
mandate of the Special Representative on the situation of
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, approved
the Commission’s request to the Special Representative
to submit an interim report to the General Assembly
at its fifty-second session on the situation of human
rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran and to report to
the Commission at its fifty-fourth session, and to keep a
gender perspective in mind when seeking and analysing
information, and to request the Secretary-General to
continue to give all necessary assistance to the Special
Representative to enable him to discharge his mandate
fully.

Resolution 52/142 of the General Assembly expresses
“its concern: (b) At the grave breaches of the human
rights of the Bahd’is, the discrimination against members
of other religious minorities, including Christians, and
the death sentences pronounced against Dhabihullah
Mahrami, Musa Talibi and Ramadan-Ali Dhulfaqari, on
the charge of apostasy, and against Bihnam Mithaqi and
Kayvan Khalajabadi because of their beliefs,” calls upon
the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran: “... (b)
To abide by its freely undertaken obligations under the
International Covenants on Human Rights and under
other international instruments on human rights and to
ensure that all individuals within its territory and subject
to its jurisdiction, including members of religious groups
and persons belonging to minorities, enjoy all the rights
enshrined in those instruments; (c) To implement fully
the conclusions and recommendations of the Special
Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the
elimination of all forms of religious intolerance and of
discrimination based on religion or belief relating to the
Bah#’is and to other minority religious groups, including
Christians, until they are completely emancipated;
E/CN.4/1996/95/Add.2. (g) To ensure that capital
punishment will not be imposed for apostasy or non-
violent crimes or in disregard of the provisions of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
and United Nations safeguards” and decides “to continue
the examination of the situation of human rights in
the Islamic Republic of Iran, including the situation of
minority groups such as the Bahdis, at its fifty-third
session under the item entitled ‘Human rights questions,’
in the light of additional elements provided by the
Commission on Human Rights.”

1998

Resolution E/CN.4/RES/1998/80 (22.4.1998) of the
Commission on Human Rights expresses “its concern:
(c) At continuing grave violations of the human rights
of the Bahd’is, as well as at the discrimination against
members of other religious minorities, including
Christians, despite constitutional guarantees, at the
increased pressure on religious communities and persons
suspected of proselytizing, and at the death sentences

pronounced against Mr. Dhabihullah Mahrami and Mr.
Musa Talibi on the charge of apostasy, and against Mr.
Bihnam Mithaqi and Mr. Kayvan Khalajabadi because of
their beliefs,” calls upon “the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran: (b) To abide by its freely undertaken
obligations under the International Covenants on Human
Rights and under other international instruments on
human rights, and to ensure that all individuals within
its territory and subject to its jurisdiction, including
members of religious groups and persons belonging
to minorities, enjoy all the rights enshrined in those
instruments; ... (¢) To implement fully the conclusions
and recommendations of the Special Rapporteur on
religious intolerance relating to the Bahd'is, Christians
and other minority religious groups, until they are
completely emancipated ... (j) To ensure that capital
punishment will not be imposed for non-violent crimes,
for apostasy, or otherwise in disregard of the provisions
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and the United Nations safeguards” and decides:
“... (c) To continue its examination of the situation of
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, including
the situation of minority groups such as the Bahd’is and
the Christians, at its fifty-fifth session under the same
agenda item.”

Decision 1998/273 of ECOSOC endorses the
Commission’s decision to extend the mandate of the
Special Representative for a further year, to request the
Special Representative to submit an interim report to
the General Assembly at its fifty-third session and to
report to the Commission at its fifty-fifth session, and
to keep a gender perspective in mind when seeking and
analysing information, and to request the Secretary-
General to continue to give all necessary assistance to
the Special Representative to enable him to discharge his
mandate fully.

Resolution 53/158 (9.12.1998) of the General Assembly
expresses “its concern at the discrimination against
religious minorities and in particular remains gravely
concerned at the unabated pattern of persecution against
the Bahd'is, in particular the execution and sentencing to
death and arrests of members of the Bahd'i community,
and calls upon the Government of the Islamic Republic
of Iran to implement the recommendations of the Special
Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights
on religious intolerance relating to the Bah#’is and to
other religious minorities, until they are completely
emancipated”; calls upon “the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to ensure that capital punishment will
not be imposed for other than the most serious crimes,
for apostasy, or otherwise in disregard of the provisions
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and United Nations safeguards, and to provide
the Special Representative with relevant statistics on
this matter”; and decides “to continue the examination
of the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic
of Iran, including the situation of minority groups
such as the Bahd'is, at its fifty-fourth session under the
item entitled ‘Human rights questions,” in the light of
additional elements provided by the Commission on
Human Rights.”

1999

Resolution E/CN.4/RES/1999/13 (23.4.1999) of the
Commission on Human Rights notes with interest: ...
(b) The reported elimination of discrimination against
Bah#’i youth in enrollment in the pre-university year
at the high-school level, while remaining concerned
that their entry to universities continues to be refused,
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expresses its concern: (c) At the continued discrimination
against religious minorities, in particular the unabated
and, in some instances, worsened pattern of persecution
against the Bahd'is, including death sentences, executions,
arrests and the closure of the Bahd'i Institute for Higher
Education” and calls upon the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran: “... (b) To ensure that capital
punishment will not be imposed for other than the
most serious crimes, not for apostasy or otherwise in
disregard of the provisions of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights and United Nations
safeguards, and to provide the Special Representative
with relevant statistics on this matter; (c) To implement
fully the conclusions and recommendations of the
Special Rapporteur on religious intolerance relating to
the Bah#'is and other minority religious groups until they
are completely emancipated”; and decides: “... (c) To
continue its examination of the situation of human rights
in the Islamic Republic of Iran, including the situation of
the Bahd’is and other minority groups, at its fifty-sixth
session under the same agenda item.”

Resolution A/RES754/177 (17.12.1999) of the General
Assembly expresses its concern... “at the discrimination
against religious minorities, in particular Bahd’is, and
remains gravely concerned at the unabated pattern of
persecution against the Bahd’is, including death sentences,
arrests and the closure of the Bahd'i Institute for Higher
Education, and calls upon the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to implement fully the conclusions and
recommendations of the Special Rapporteur on religious
intolerance relating to the Bahd’is and other religious
minorities until they are completely emancipated”;
Decides... “to continue the examination of the situation
of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, including
the situation of minority groups, such as the Bahd'is, at its
fifty-fifth session under the item entitled “Human rights
questions”, in the light of additional elements provided
by the Commission on Human Rights”.

2000

Resolution E/CN.4/2000/L.16 (10.4.2000) the
Commission on Human Rights expresses its concern:
... “At the discrimination against religious minorities,
in particular the unabated pattern of persecution against
the Bahd’is, including death sentences and arrests”; calls
upon... “To ensure that capital punishment will not be
imposed other than for the most serious crimes, not
for apostasy or otherwise in disregard of the provisions
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and United Nations safeguards, and to provide
the Special Representative with relevant statistics on
this matter”; “To implement fully the conclusions and
recommendations of the Special Rapporteur on religious
intolerance relating to the Bah#’is and other minority
religious groups until they are completely emancipated;
Decides:. .. “To continue its examination of the situation
of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, paying
particular attention to further developments, including
the situation of the Bah#’is and other minority groups, at
its fifty-seventh session under the same agenda item”.

Resolution A/RES/55/114 (4.12.00) The General
Assembly expresses its concern: “At the discrimination
against persons belonging to religious minorities, in
particular the unabated pattern of persecution of the
Bah#'is, including the continuing detention and the
sentencing to death of some of them”. Calls upon the
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran... “to
implement fully the conclusions and recommendations
of the Special Representative with regard to religious
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intolerance relating to the Bahd'is and other minority
religious groups, Ibid,. para 110. until they are completely
emancipated”; Decides “to continue the examination of
the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic
of Iran, including the situation of minority groups such
as the Bahd'is, at its fifty-sixth session, under the item
‘Human rights questions’, in the light of additional
clements provided by the Commission on Human
Rights”.

2001

Resolution E/CN.4/RES/2001/17 (20.4.2001) the
Commission on Human Rights notes:

“recent positive steps regarding the situation of the
Bahd’is, including the report that they will be allowed
to re-establish their cemetery in Tehran, but expresses
its concern at the still-existing discrimination against
persons belonging to minorities, in particular against
Bahd'is, and calls upon the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to eliminate all forms of discrimination
based on religious grounds or against persons belonging
to minorities and to address this matter in an open
manner with the full participation of the minorities
themselves, as well as to implement fully the conclusions
and recommendations of the Special Rapporteur on
religious intolerance relating to the Bahd'is and other
minority groups until they are completely emancipated”.
Decides... “to continue its examination of the situation
of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, paying
particular attention to further developments, including
the situation of the Bah#’{s and other minority groups, at
its fifty-eighth session under the same agenda item”.

Resolution A/RES/56/171(19.12.2001) the General
Assembly expresses its concern: ... “At the continuing
discrimination against persons belonging to minorities, in
particular against Bahd'is, Christians, Jews and Sunnis”.
It calls upon the Government of the Islamic Republic
of Iran: ... “To eliminate all forms of discrimination
based on religious grounds or against persons belonging
to minorities and to address this matter in an open
manner, with the full participation of the minorities
themselves, as well as to implement fully the conclusions
and recommendations of the Special Rapporteur of
the Commission on Human Rights on the question of
religious intolerances relating to the Bah#’is and other
minority groups until they are completely emancipated.”.
Decides : ... “To continue the examination of the situation
of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, paying
particular attention to further developments, including
the situation of the Bah#'is and other minority groups, at
its fifty-seventh session, under the agenda item entitled
“Human rights questions”, in the light of additional
elements provided by the Commission on Human

Rights”.

2003

Resolution A/RES/58/195 (22.12.03) the General
Assembly expresses its serious concern at:... “The
Continuing discrimination against persons belonging
to minorities, including the Bahd'is, Christians, Jews and
Sunnis, including cases of arbitrary arrest and detention,
the denial of free worship or of publicly carrying out
communal affairs and the disregard of property rights”.
It calls upon the government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran:... “To eliminate all forms of discrimination based
on religious grounds or against persons belonging to
minorities, including the Bahd’is, Christians, Jews and
Sunnis, and to address this matter in an open manner,
with the full participation of the minorities themselves”.




It decides:. .. “to continue its examination of the situation
of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, paying
particular attention to further developments, including
the situation of the Bah#’is and other minority groups, at
its fifty-ninth session, under the item entitled “Human
rights questions”, in the light of additional elements
provided by the Commission on Human Rights”.

2004
Resolution A/RES/59/205 (02.11.04) the General
Assembly expresses its serious concern at:... “The

continuing discrimination against persons belonging to
minorities, including Christians, Jews and Sunnis, and the
increased discrimination against the Bahd’is, including
cases of arbitrary arrest and detention, the denial of free
worship or of publicly carrying out communal affaires,
the disregard of property rights, the destruction of sites of
religious importance, the suspension of social, educational
and community-related activities and the denial of
access to higher education, employment, pensions and
other benefits”. It calls upon the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran:... “To eliminate all forms of
discrimination based on religious grounds or against
persons belonging to minorities, including the Bahd’is,
Christians, Jews and Sunnis, and to address this matter
in an open manner, with the full participation of the
minorities themselves, and to ensure respect for the
freedom of religion or belief of all persons”.

2005

Resolution A/RES/60/171 (16.12.2005) the General
Assembly “expresses its serious concern” at “continuing
harassment, intimidation and persecution of human rights
defenders, non-governmental organizations, political
opponents, religious dissenters, political reformists,
journalists, parliamentarians, students, clerics, academics
and webloggers,” including “the escalation and increased
frequency of discrimination and other human rights
violations against the Baha'i, including cases of arbitrary
arrest and detention, the denial of freedom of religion or
of publicly carrying out communal affairs, the disregard
of property rights, the destruction of sites of religious
importance, the suspension of social, educational and
community-related activities and the denial of access
to higher education, employment, pensions, adequate
housing and other benefits...”

2006
Resolution A/RES/61/176 (19.12.2006) the General

Assembly “expresses its serious concern” at the “persistent
failure” of Iran to “comply fully with international standards
in the administration of justice and, in particular, the
absence of due process of law, the refusal to provide fair
and public hearings, the denial of the right to counsel
and access to counsel by those detained, the use of
national security laws to deny human rights, the prevalent
atmosphere of impunity for officials who commit human
rights abuses, the harassment, intimidation and persecution
of defence lawyers and legal defenders” including “the
escalation and increased frequency of discrimination
and other human rights violations against members of
the Baha'i faith, including reports of plans by the State
to identify and monitor Baha'is, as noted by the Special
Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief; an increase
in cases of arbitrary arrest and detention; the denial of
freedom of religion or of publicly carrying out communal
affairs; the disregard for property rights, including through
de facto expropriation, as noted in the report of the Special
Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the
right to an adequate standard of living; the destruction
of sites of religious importance; the suspension of social,
educational and community-related activities and the
denial of access to higher education, employment, pensions,
adequate housing and other benefits...”

2007

Resolution A/RES/62/168 (18.12.2007) the General
Assembly “expresses its deep concern at the ongoing
systematic violations of human rights and fundamental
freedoms of the people of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
as described in the above-mentioned resolutions, and at
the failure of the Islamic Republic of Iran to implement
the steps called for in those resolutions” and specifically
expresses “serious concern” over “attacks on Baha'is
and their faith in State-sponsored media, increasing
evidence of efforts by the State to identify and monitor
Baha’is, preventing members of the Baha'i faith from
attending university and from sustaining themselves
economically, and an increase in cases of arbitrary arrest
and detention...”
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Appendix I1I

RELATED
DOCUMENTS

English translation of a letter, distributed to 30 Bahd’t homes in Vilashahr on 8 September 2007,
denouncing Bahd’is as traitors and agents of colonialism. See page 6

[TRANSLATTION FROM PERSIAN]

[Translator’s notes appear in square brackets [ ].]

[Arabic verse]

(First Warning)

[To the] Bah#'{ mercenaries—spies of powerful nations—betrayers of the homeland

Do you believe we will allow you to use the country of Imam-e-Zaman [the twelfth Imam] as
a haven for your vain and futile beliefs, which are the fabrication of Western colonialism, and

let you suck people’s blood and take possession of the country’s economy again, as in the time
of the puppet Pahlavi regime?

We, the people of Hezbollah, as long as the blood of Hosein is in our veins, and the hope of
the appearance of the Valiy-e-Asr [the twelfth Imam] is in our heads, will not permit fifth
columnists who are the enemies of Islam as well as the Muslims, to plunder and destroy our

Islamic and Iranian belief and culture.

We have asked the authorities endless numbers of times to restrain traitors like you, but it
seems that they have no listening ear. However, the matter of commanding others to do
good, and forbidding them from wrongdoing, and the advice of the Greatest Messenger, “You
are all shepherds and you are all responsible”, will help us focus on our main obligation.

If you are sitting still, then let it be; otherwise wait for the next phase.

People of Hezbollah
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Original of a letter, distributed to 30 Baha't homes in Vilashahr on 8 September 2007,
denouncing Bahd’is as traitors and agents of colonialism. See page 6
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English translation of the 29 October 2005 letter to police and other agencies in Iran. See page 11

[TRANSLATION FROM PERSIAN]
Urgent/Immediate [Stamp]
Logo of the Armed Forces [The Office of ] the Commander in Chief Logo of IRI

Command Headquarters of the Armed Forces
Highly Confidential [Stamp]

From: Command Headquarters of the Armed Forces Number: A/3/2/47/15

To: Recipients Listed Below Date: 7/8/1384 [29/10/2005]
Subject: Identification of individuals of the misguided Enclosure: Salamati Rahbar
Sects of Bahaism and Babism [Health of the Supreme Leader]

With salutations and praise to Muhammad and his descendants (S) [May the Blessing of God
be Upon Him and His Descendants], while we express our deepest sympathy on the occasion
of the martyrdom of the Lord of believers in divine unity and the Commander of the faithful
(MPUH) [May Peace be Upon Him], and wishing for the acceptance of [our] obligations and
worships, further to the reports received concerning the secret activities and meetings of the mis-
guided sects of Bahaism and Babism, in Tehran and other cities in the country, and according to
the instructions of the Exalted Rank of the Supreme Leader, His Holiness Ayatollah Khamenei
(may his exalted shadow be extended), the Command Headquarters of the Armed Forces has
been given the mission to acquire a comprehensive and complete report of all the activities of
these sects (including political, economic, social and cultural) for the purpose of identifying

all the individuals of these misguided sects. Therefore, we request that you convey to relevant
authorities to, in a highly confidential manner, collect any and all information about the above-
mentioned activities of these individuals and report it to this Command Headquarters.

'This [either this information, or the reports to be received] will be submitted for the blessed con-
sideration of the Exalted Rank of the Supreme Leader, the Commander in Chief of the Armed
Forces (may his exalted shadow be extended).

Signed: Chairman of the Command Headquarters of the Armed Forces
Basij Major General. Dr. Seyyed Hossein Firuzabadi

Recipients:

- The Ministry of Information of the Islamic Republic of Iran

- The Belief-Political [organization] of [the office of ] the Commander in Chief

- The Commander of the [Revolutionary] Guard

- The Commander of the Basij Resistance Forces of the [Revolutionary] Guard

- The Commander of the Police Force of the Islamic Republic of Iran

- The Deputy of the Intelligence Branch of the Police Force of the Islamic Republic of Iran

- The Representative of the Jurist Cleric [Ayatollah Khamanei] in the [Revolutionary] Guard

- The Chairman of the Belief-Political Organization of the Police Force of the Islamic Republic of Iran
- The Chief Commander of the Army of the Islamic Republic of Iran

CC:
The Esteemed Chairman of the Judiciary — His Holiness Ayatollah Shahrudi for information and necessary action.

The Esteemed Chairman of the Office of the Exalted Rank of the Supreme Leader — Basij Brigadier General Mehdi
Shirazi for information.
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Original of the 29 October 2005 letter to police and other agencies in Iran. See page 11
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English translation of 19 August 2006 letter ordering officials to step
up the surveillance of Iranian Bahd’is. See page 12

28 Murdad 1385 [19 August 2006]
Islamic Republic of Iran

Number: 70878/43

Ministry of the Interior

In the Name of God

To the honourable political-security deputies of the offices
of the Governors-General of the country

Greetings,

Respectfully, we have received reports that some of the elements of the perverse sect of Bahaism
are attempting to teach and spread the ideology of Bahaism, under the cover of social and eco-
nomic activities. In view of the fact that this sect is illegal and that it is exploited by international
and Zionist organizations against the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, we therefore
ask you to order the relevant offices to cautiously and carefully monitor and manage their [the
Bah#'is’] social activities. In addition, complete the requested information on the enclosed form

and forward it to this office for its use by 15 Shahrivar [6 September 2006].

Seyyed Mohammad-Reza Mavvalizadeh
Director of the Political Office
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Original Persian text of 19 August 2006 letter ordering officials to
step up the surveillance of Iranian Bahd’is. See page 12
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English translation of 2 May 2006 letter from the Trades, Production, and Technical Services
Society of Kermanshah to the Iranian Union of Battery Manufacturers. See page 12

[TRANSLATION FROM PERSIAN]
[Translator’s notes appear in square brackets [].]

[Logo] In the Name of God, the Exalted Date: 12/2/85 [2 May 2006]
Trades, Production, and Technical =~ Number: 3.3-6
Services Society of Kermanshah Attachment:

Confidential
To the honourable Union of Battery Manufacturers
Greetings,

In consideration of the written request of the head of the [Department for the Monitoring of |
Public Places, reference number 85/2/2-3014/3/705/44/174, it is requested that a list of the
names of those who belong to the Bah#’i sect and are under the jurisdiction of your union be sent

to this society within a week from today.

Keyvan Kashefi
Head of the Society
[Signature]

Copy: Affairs of the society for your information and similar action
Ershad Intersection

Mustafa Imami Boulevard

Kermanshah

Iran

Tel: 8224234, 8223480, 8233523

Fax: 8233553
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Original 2 May 2006 letter from the Trades, Production, and Technical Services Society
of Kermanshah to the Iranian Union of Battery Manufacturers. See page 12
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English translation and, below, Persian text of the Ayatollah Montazeri fatwa
as posted on 14 May 2008 on the web site Iranian.com. See page 18

[TRANSLATION FROM PERSIAN]
In the name of God most high
With greetings,

'The Bahaist sect, as it does not have its own heavenly Book as do the Jews, Christians, and
Zoroastrians, is not recognized as a religious minority by the constitution. But since they are in any
case the citizens of this country, they have “the right to water and mud” and should thus be entitled
to citizenship rights. They should likewise be the recipient of Islamic compassion, which has been

so emphasized in the Qur'dn and by the leaders of the Faith.

May God grant you every success.
[Signed:] Ayatollah Montazeri
25/2/1387 [14 May 2008]
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English translation of the 1991 “Baha’t Question” memorandum outlining the Islamic
Republic’s plan to block the progress and development of Iranian Bahd’is. See page 22

[TRANSLATION FROM PERSIAN]
[Text in square brackets added by translator]

In the Name of God!
The Islamic Republic of Iran
'The Supreme Revolutionary Cultural Council

Number: 1327/....
Date: 6/12/69 [25 February 1991]

Enclosure: None
CONFIDENTIAL

Dr. Seyyed Mohammad Golpaygani
Head of the Office of the Esteemed Leader [Khamenei]

Greetings!

After greetings, with reference to the letter #1/783 dated 10/10/69 [31 December 1990], con-
cerning the instructions of the Esteemed Leader which had been conveyed to the Respected
President regarding the Bah#'i question, we inform you that, since the respected President and
the Head of the Supreme Revolutionary Cultural Council had referred this question to this
Council for consideration and study, it was placed on the Council’s agenda of session #128

on 16/11/69 [5 February 1991] and session #119 of 2/11/69 [22 January 1991]. In addition

to the above, and further to the [results of the] discussions held in this regard in session #112
of 2/5/66 [24 July 1987] presided over by the Esteemed Leader (head and member of the
Supreme Council), the recent views and directives given by the Esteemed Leader regarding the
Bah#'i question were conveyed to the Supreme Council. In consideration of the contents of the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as well as the religious and civil laws and general

policies of the country, these matters were carefully studied and decisions pronounced.

In arriving at the decisions and proposing reasonable ways to counter the above question, due
consideration was given to the wishes of the Esteemed Leadership of the Islamic Republic of
Iran [Khamenei], namely, that “in this regard a specific policy should be devised in such a way
that everyone will understand what should or should not be done.” Consequently, the following

proposals and recommendations resulted from these discussions.

The respected President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as well as the Head of the Supreme
Revolutionary Cultural Council, while approving these recommendations, instructed us to convey
them to the Esteemed Leader [Khamenei] so that appropriate action may be taken according to
his guidance.

APPENDIX I1I: Related Documents | 83



(continued)

1.

1.

6.

1.

3.
4.

SUMMARY OF THE RESULTS OF THE DISCUSSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION

A. General status of the Bah#'is within the country’s system

They will not be expelled from the country without reason.

'They will not be arrested, imprisoned, or penalized without reason.

The government’s dealings with them must be in such a way that their progress and
development are blocked.

B. Educational and cultural status

'They can be enrolled in schools provided they have not identified themselves as Bahd'is.
Preferably, they should be enrolled in schools which have a strong and imposing religious
ideology.

'They must be expelled from universities, either in the admission process or during the
course of their studies, once it becomes known that they are Bahd’is.

Their political (espionage) activities must be dealt with according to appropriate
government laws and policies, and their religious and propaganda activities should be
answered by giving them religious and cultural responses, as well as propaganda.
Propaganda institutions (such as the Islamic Propaganda Organization) must establish an
independent section to counter the propaganda and religious activities of the Bah#’is.

A plan must be devised to confront and destroy their cultural roots outside the country.

C. Legal and social status

Permit them a modest livelihood as is available to the general population.

To the extent that it does not encourage them to be Bahd’is, it is permissible to provide
them the means for ordinary living in accordance with the general rights given to every
Iranian citizen, such as ration booklets, passports, burial certificates, work permits, etc.
Deny them employment if they identify themselves as Bahd'is.

Deny them any position of influence, such as in the educational sector, etc.

Wishing you divine confirmations,

Secretary of the Supreme Revolutionary Cultural Council
Dr. Seyyed Mohammad Golpaygani

[Signature]

[Note in the handwriting of Mr. Khamenei]

In the Name of God!

'The decision of the Supreme Revolutionary Cultural Council seems sufficient.

I thank you gentlemen for your attention and efforts.

[signed:] Ali Khamenei
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Persian original of the 1991 “Bahd’i Question” memorandum outlining the Islamic
Republic’s plan to block the progress and development of Iranian Bahd’is. See page 22
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English translation of 9 April 2007 letter restricting Bahd’t businesses. See page 36

[TRANSLATION FROM PERSIAN]
Date: 19/1/1386 [9 April 2007]
From: The Public Intelligence and Security Force, Tehran — Public Places Supervision Office

To: Esteemed Commanders of County Police Forces — Heads of the Public Intelligence and
Security Force;

Subject: Review of the eligibility of individuals belonging to small groups and the perverse
Bahaist sect

Greetings,

May peace be upon Muhammad and His family! With respect, and based on the instructions
received from the Head of the Public Intelligence and Security Force (NA]A) — Public Places
Supervision Office (number 31/2/5/30/14, dated 21/12/85 [12 March 2007]) and with due
attention to the increase in the number of requests from the perverse Bahaist sect to obtain work
permits and their rightful and legal presence in the crafts industry once they have acquired their
work permit; it is necessary, for the benefit of the ongoing monitoring and supervision of their
activities and in order to halt — as much as possible — their extensive presence throughout sen-
sitive and important craft organizations and also individuals from small groups requesting work
permits, for measures to be taken with due consideration for the below points based on instruc-
tion number 100/7/30/14, dated 17/2/82 [8 May 2003] (Final Review Commission), which
determines the cases to go before the Commission.

a. Perverse Bahaist Sect

1. Take measures to identify Bahd'i individuals working in craft businesses and collect sta-
tistics broken down by (their distribution and type of occupation).

2. 'Their activities in high-earning businesses should be halted, and only those work per-
mits that would provide them with an ordinary livelihood should be allowed.

3. Issuing of [work] permits for the activities of the mentioned individuals in sensitive
business categories (culture, propaganda, commerce, the press, jewellery and watchmak-
ing, coftee shops, engraving, the tourist industry, car rentals, publishing, hostel and hotel
management, tailoring training institutes, photography and film, [illegible] Internet,
computer sales and Internet cafés), should be prevented.

4. Inaccordance with the religious canons, work permits will not be issued to the follow-
ers of the perverse Bahaist sect in business categories related to Tahdrat [cleanliness]
(1. catering at reception halls, 2. buffets and restaurants, 3. grocery shops, 4. kebab shops,
5. cafés, 6. protein [poultry] shops and supermarkets, 7. ice cream parlours, fruit juice
and soft drinks shops, 8. pastry shops, 9. coffee shops)

86 | THE BAHAT QUESTION



2 -

Original of 9 April 2007 letter restricting Bahd

7 businesses. See page 36
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English text of 20006 letter from Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology instructing
Iranian universities to expel any student who is discovered to be a Bahd'i. See page 39

[PROVISIONAL TRANSLATION FROM Persian]

[Translator’s notes appear in square brackets [].]

Date: [?]/[?]/1385 [2006] [Emblem]
Number: [Illegible] In the Name of God  Islamic Republic of Iran
[llegible]: M/2/3/9378 Ministry of Science,
Research and Technology
[Unidentified emblem ]
Confidential

The esteemed management of the Security Office,

[The 81 universities addressed in this letter are listed below. ]
Subject: Banning of the education of Bah#'is in universities
Greetings,

Respectfully, we inform you that in accordance with decree number 1327/M/S, dated 6/12/69 [25
February 1991], issued by the Supreme Revolutionary Cultural Council and the notification of the
responsible authorities of the Intelligence [Office], if Bah4'i individuals, at the time of enrolment

at university or in the course of their studies, are identified as Bahd'is, they must be expelled from
university. Therefore, it is necessary to take measures to prevent the further studies of the aforemen-
tioned [individuals] and forward a follow-up report to this Office.

Asghar Zari'{ [Asghar Zarei]
Director General of the Central Security Office
[Signature]

[The list of 81 universities]

. University of Arak [Arak]

. Uramiyyih [Urmia] University

. University of Isfahdn [Isfahan]

. Hlim [Tlam] University

. Al-Zahra [Alzahra] University

Bua-‘Ali Sina [Bu Ali Sina] University

. University of Birjand [Birjand]

. Imam Khomeini International University

9. Paydm-i-Nur [Payame Noor] University
10. University of Tabriz [Tabriz]
11. Tarbiat Modares [Lecturer Training] University
12. Tarbiat Moallem [Teacher Training] University of Tihrin [Tehran]
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(continued)

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.
23.
24.

25.
26.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

32.

33.
34.

35.
36.

37.

38.
39.
40.
41.
42.

43.
44,

45.

46.
47.
48.
49.

Adharbéyjan [Azerbaijan] Tarbiyat-i-Mu‘allim
[Teacher Training] University

Sabzivir [Sabzevar] Teacher Training University

University of Tihrdn [Tehran]

Persian Gulf University

Rézi [Razi] University

Z3bul [Zabol] University

Zanjan [Zanjan] University

University of Simnédn [Semnan]

University of Sistdn and Baluchistin
[Sistan and Baluchestan]

Shahr-i-Kurd [Shahrekord] University

Shahid [Shahid] University

Shahid B4-Hunar [Shahid Bahonar] University of
Kirman [Kerman]

Shahid Bihishti [Shahid Beheshti] University

Shahid Chamrin [Shahid Chamran] University of
Ahviz [Ahvaz]

Shiréz [Shiraz] University

Isfahdn [Isfahan] University of Technology

Anmirkabir [Amirkabir] University of Technology

Shahrad [Shahrud] University of Technology

Khajih Nasirud-Din-i-Tusi [Khajeh Nasir ad-Din
Toosi] University of Technology

Sahand [Sahand] University of Technology of Tabriz
[Tabriz]

Sharif [Sharif] University of Technology

‘Allamiy-i-Tabatabd’i [Allameh Tabatabaei]
University

Iran University of Science and Technology

Gurgin [Gorgan] University of Agricultural Sciences
and Natural Resources

Firdawsi [Ferdowsi] University of Mashhad
[Mashhad]

University of Kashdn [Kashan]

University of Kurdistan [Kurdistan]

University of Gilan [Guilan]

Luristdn [Lorestan] University

University of Muhaqqiq Ardabili [Mohaghegh
Ardebili]

University of Mézindarin [Mazandaran]

Shahid Raj#'i [Shahid Rajaee] Teacher Training
University

Valiyy-i-Asr [ Vali-e-Asr] University of Rafsanjén
[Rafsanjan]

Hurmuzgén [Hormozgan] University

University of Art

University of Applied Science and Technology

University of Yazd

50.
51.
52.
53.

54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.
73.

74.
75.

76.
77.

78.
79.
80.

81.

Démghdn [Damghan] University of Basic Sciences

Yasuj [ Yasuj] University

Isfahédn [Isfahan] University of Art

Khurramshahr [Khorramshahr] University of
Nautical Sciences and Technology

University of Qum [Qom]

University of Maldyir [Malayer]

Shumél [Shomal] University

University of Science and Culture

Irshéd [Irshad] University of Damévand [Damavand]

Khatam [Khatam] University

University of Tafrish [Tafresh]

University of Bujnird [Bojnurd]

Gulpaygin [Golpaygan] School of Engineering

School of Economic Affairs

Non-profit Khayydm [Khayyam] Institute

Non-governmental and non-profit Sajjid [Sadjad]
Institute, Mashhad [Mashhad]

Non-governmental and non-profit Shahid Ashrafi
Isfahani [Shahid Ashrafi Isfahani] Institute

Non-governmental and non-profit ‘Allamiy-i-
Muhadath-i-Nuri [Allameh Mohadas Noori]
Institute

Non-governmental and non-profit Institute of
Tabaristén [Tabarestan]

Non-profit Institute for Development and Rural
Advancement of Hamiddn [Hamedan]

Nautical and Marine Science Centre of Higher
Education of Chahbahar [Chahbahar]

Institute of Higher Education of Mardghih
[Maragheh]

University of Islamic Sects

Jund-i-Shapur [ Jundishapur] Institute of Higher
Education of Dizftl [Dezful]

Shirdz [Shiraz] University of Technology

Sajjad [Sadjad] Institute of Higher Education,

Mashhad [Mashhad]

Mufid [Mofid] University of Qum [Qom]

Vardmin [ Varamin] University of Agricultural Sciences
and Natural Resources

Institute of Higher Education for Occupation

Najafibad [Najafabad] Institute of Higher Education

Iran Institute of Higher Education for Technology
Research

Imam Khomeini Research Centre
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Persian text of 20006 letter from Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology instructing
Iranian universities to expel any student who is discovered to be a Bahd'i. See page 39
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Appendix [V
FURTHER READING

Books

The Bahd’is of Iran: Socio-historic studies, edited by Dominic Parviz Brookshow and
Seena B. Fazel (London: Routledge, 2008)

Human Rights, the UN, and the Bahd’is in Iran, by Nazila Ghanea (Leiden: Martinus
Nijhoft/Brill, 2002)

The Bahd’i Faith: The Emerging Global Religion, by William S. Hatcher and J. Douglas
Martin (San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1985)

The Bibi and Bahd'’t Religions, 1844-1944: Some Contemporary Western Accounts, by
Moojan Momen (Oxford: George Ronald, 1981)

God Passes By, by Shoghi Effendi (Wilmette, Illinois: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 1944)

On the World Wide Web

http://bahai.org — Official site of the Bahd’i International Community (for history
and information about the Bah4’i Faith)

http://news.bahai.org — The Baha'i World News Service (for latest updates on Iran

situation)
http://question.bahai.org — This booklet in an online version

http://bic.org — Official site of the Bahd'i International Community’s United
Nations Office (for the latest on United Nations activities)
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